
America's premier supplier of antique reclaimed brick and stone.

America’s premier supplier of antique 
reclaimed brick and stone.

info@historicalbricks.com | 319.354.5251

ANTIQUE BRICK BUYING GUIDE

Why Choose Antique Brick? 
Our clients choose genuine antique brick for an authentic look with real history and character. 
We reclaim nothing but the highest quality antique bricks from century-year-old buildings 
and streets throughout the USA. Not all antique brick is equal. Trust the company with over 
20 years of experience in the reclaimed building brick and stone market to help you find the 
perfect material for your project!

What Kind of Bricks Do I Need?
Paving Bricks
These bricks are used on the ground for driveways, walkways, patios, pool surrounds, etc. 
Antique Granite Cobblestones are also a great paving choice.

Building Bricks
These bricks are used for exterior walls, retaining walls and the like.
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How Many Bricks Do I Need?
Paving Bricks
Plan on 4.5-5 bricks per square foot in a paving project.

Building Bricks
Plan on 7 per square foot for a wall. (The difference is due to a combination of the size of the 
bricks, the pattern used and the spacing or mortar thickness.)

What Color of Brick Should I Use?
This is entirely up to you. The good news is that we have a lot to choose from!

Paving Bricks
• Dark Red: Purington Paver, Purington Skinny Paver, Ft. Madison Paver
• Red/Salmon/Orange: Tuscany Paver
• Grey: Antique Granite Cobblestone
• Brown: Iowa Paver, Barr Paver

• Salmon/Cream: Old Chicagos

Building Brick
• Red: Antique Mixed Reds, Tuscanys, Brewery Bricks
• Red/Salmon/Orange: Old Tuscany, Tuscany Clinker
• Salmon/Cream: Old Chicagos, Milwaukee Cream
• Buff: Buff Handmade

How Do I Get My Bricks?
We ship direct nationwide, usually via flatbed semi truck.
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STREET PAVERS
Made to withstand centuries of heavy traffic, these vintage bricks are reclaimed from quaint old 
streets throughout the Midwest. Choose from America’s largest selection to create your one-
of-a-kind driveway, patio or walkway. After more than 100 years, these bricks are still in superb 
condition, with a durability and charm unmatched today. And they will not fade as modern 
concrete pavers do. We will be delighted to help you find the perfect size, color and texture for 
your project, and ship nationwide direct to your jobsite.

Antique Purington Street Pavers
Produced in Illinois’ renowned Purington Brickyards over 100 
years ago, these street pavers are unlike anything made today, with 
a variegated color palette of maroon to dark purple. Measuring 
approximately 8.5” x 3.75” x 3.5” and weighing 9 lbs., each brick has 
one smooth side from street wear.

Antique Clinton Paver
Great looking darker paver with brilliant flashing and the Clinton 
name stamped on the side, these pavers were made in Indiana 100+ 
years ago and reclaimed from Illinois Streets. Measuring 9” x 3.5” x 4”. 

Antique Purington Flat Street Pavers
Thinner and with more squared-off edges than standard pavers, flat 
pavers may better meet the needs of your particular design aesthetics 
or installation challenges. Their varied dark red colors combine 
in a finished look of authentic originality. Flat pavers measure 
approximately 9” x 4” x 3”.
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Purington Skinny Pavers
A rare find. These narrow bricks were laid on edge in the streets and 
are perfect for special decorative effects in your current project. As 
with standard Purington pavers, their colors are in the rich, deep red-
to-purple family.

Antique Barr Street Pavers
A great full sized street paver in brown and earth tones. Reclaimed 
from Wisconsin streets dating back to the early 1900s.

Antique Capital Pavers
Antique street pavers with very unique brown coloring from the clay 
source of the Flint River near Des Moines, IA.

Frank Lloyd Wright Pavers
These paving bricks are unlike any others we have reclaimed. They 
come from Indiana streets laid more than 100 years ago, and feature 
versatile shades of tan with dark iron spots that will harmonize with 
any building color.
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COMMON PAVERS
Salvaged from historic buildings across the U.S.A., this collection can be used for exterior 
applications in warmer climates. All bricks are solid with no holes, easily adaptable for 
driveways, patios, garden paths and more.

The careful craftsmanship and material resources of a bygone era went into the making of these 
bricks, resulting in a mellow, natural look as well as strength that will last for generations. We 
will be delighted to help you find the perfect size, color and texture for your project, and ship 
nationwide direct to your jobsite.

NOTE: Because brick common pavers retain some moisture, they may crack or break if 
subjected to multiple freezes/thaws per year. For cold climates, we recommend using our brick 
streetpavers which are extremely hard fired and impervious to water, or granite cobblestones.

Old Tuscany Pavers
Offering maximum color variation and textural interest, Old Tuscany 
paver bricks create a dramatic effect in shades of orange, rose, red and 
purple with white mortar stains for even more contrast. No two are 
exactly alike, and no other home will look exactly like yours.

Old Madrid Pavers
These antique bricks were laid on edge in their original setting, a 
technique that’s ideal for executing Old World designs of greater 
formality or complexity. They’re available in a vibrant, light red to 
russet to burgundy color spectrum that, unlike color-stained concrete, 
will never fade.

Old Depot Pavers
While the original Old Chicago buildings couldn’t be preserved, we 
were fortunate to be able to save their stunning antique bricks from 
a trip to the landfill. Old Depot colors are softer and lighter than our 
other common pavers, ranging from buff to pink. Many feature a 
diamond stamp with the words “union made.”
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BUILDING BRICK
Today’s new bricks cannot match the colors, textures and character of our genuine antique 
bricks salvaged from buildings in Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa. Shown are just a few of 
the colors and sizes available.

All the building bricks we offer are solid, with no holes. They will perform well in any interior, 
as well as landscape features (such as walks and patios) in Southern climates. With the nation’s 
largest selection of common bricks to choose from, in a vast array of reds, yellows, oranges, 
grays, salmon and creams, you’re sure to find the perfect size, color and texture for your project.

Old Tuscany Bricks
A wide range of colors and sizes gives installations made with Old 
Tuscany bricks a quintessential Old World look, such as one might see 
in the Italian countryside. The key to the effect is the broad spectrum 
of colors, from deep red and purple to orange and rose to white mortar 
stains.

Antique Brewery Bricks
Gorgeous oversized sandmold red bricks reclaimed from the history 
Forest City Brewery in Cleveland, OH. These bricks were of the highest 
quality when laid over 100 years ago and have stood the test of time. 
Incorporate some true American history into your new home project.

Antique Warehouse Reds
Oversized bricks from the 19th century make a bold design statement 
in the 21st century. Rescued from demolished buildings throughout the 
Midwest, they come in a wide range of shades from dark red/purple 
to orange. Note: not all colors represented. Contact us to discuss the 
perfect brick for your project.
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Antique Depot Bricks
Reclaimed from Old Chicago buildings, these classic antique bricks 
bring a century of architectural history to your home. On many of 
them you can see the “union made” logo stamped into the clay, bearing 
witness to a proud tradition of quality craftsmanship. Colors range 
from buff to pink.

Antique Buff Handmades
A neutral color scheme and a subtle sand texture give this unique 
brick type both versatility and design interest. Colored in the buff 
family, they will blend beautifully with existing structures, or stand out 
on their own in a new build.

Purington Pavers
Made by the world-famous Purington Brick Co. in East Galesburg, IL, 
these pavers graced streets throughout the Midwest for 100+ years. 
Now they’re ready for their next life, enhancing your home with deep, 
intense colors from maroon to dark purple. Authentic street wear on 
one side adds character that can’t be imitated.

Purington Flat Pavers
For a more contemporary look, consider flat pavers which have squarer 
edges and are not as thick as standard pavers. Ours came from the 
highly regarded Purington brickyard, and display the signature 
Purington dark red color range.
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CLINKER BRICK
A clinker brick is one which was discarded because it was discolored or distorted. In the 1920s, 
leaders of the Arts and Crafts design movement rediscovered its possibilities for creative and 
dramatic architectural detailing.

Their eccentric, irregular shapes and colors appealed to the Arts and Crafts aesthetic which was 
rebelling against the takeover of soulless, machine-made uniformity. The name “clinker” comes 
from the sound they make when banged together, being heavier than regular bricks. We will be 
delighted to help you with custom matching for your Craftsman house restoration or new build, 
and ship nationwide direct to your jobsite.

Old Pasadena Clinkers
This collection offers clinkers in the red color family, some with black 
marks from overheating. Their distorted and twisted shapes invite 
show-stopping, freeform installations that will set your property apart 
from all others. Clinker “clumps” are also available to coordinate with 
the individual bricks.

Tudor Clinkers
Browns, earth tones and black burn marks characterize the Tudor 
collection of clinker bricks, giving them an understated dignity despite 
their uneven shapes and sizes. A great choice to blend with existing 
wood or stonework and landscaping.

Extreme Radical Clinkers
For the truly individualistic and adventurous designer or homeowner, 
we have hand selected the most twisted and gnarled clinkers in our 
stock. With this special blend, the creative possibilities are only limited 
by your imagination.
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PROJECT IDEAS
Driveways

Antique Barr Pavers
 - Pasadena, CA

Antique Purington Pavers
 - Hinsdale, IL

Patios

HGTV: Antique Purington Pavers
Minneapolis, MN 

Pavers lining trees: Antique 
Purington Flats - Fargo, ND 
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Exteriors

Antique Depot: Antique Chicago 
Brick - San Francisco, CA

Warehouse: Antique Warehouse 
Reds - Dallas, TX

Pools

Street Paver: Antique Purington 
Paver - Philadelphia, PA

Buckingham: Antique Chicago 
Paver - Los Angeles, CA
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ARE THESE NEW BRICKS MADE TO LOOK OLD?
No. All of our brick and stone is genuine, antique, reclaimed material from cities around the 
country. Most bricks have the name of the original manufacturer stamped on them, like the 
Purington Pavers made by Purington Brick Co. in Galesburg, IL. Purington is now out of 
business and their bricks are no longer available as new products.

DO YOU HAVE A LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR?
No. We ship nationwide direct to your jobsite. We have also contributed to international 
projects in Canada, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands.

HOW ARE THE BRICKS DELIVERED?
When we reclaim bricks from their original site, they are first cleaned of any residue. Then they 
are bundled into pallets of 250-500, hand-wrapped to ensure that they stay in place during the 
move, and delivered to you on flat-bed trucks.

HOW MANY BRICKS DO I NEED FOR MY PROJECT?
Our bricks come in many different sizes, so the number you need depends on which ones you 
choose and how you use them. For paving projects, such as streets, driveways, walkways or 
patios, you generally need five bricks per square foot. For walls, however, you typically need 
seven bricks per square foot.

WHAT IS THE LEAD TIME?
All of the products shown on our website are ready for immediate shipment. We appreciate a 
lead time of at least two weeks to arrange for trucking.

IS THERE A MINIMUM ORDER?
You must order at least 1 pallet, or 250-500 bricks, and we prefer to ship full truckload quantities.

WILL THESE BRICKS LAST?
The majority of our bricks were made over 100 years ago and show very minimal, if any, wear. 
Bricks made during this time period were dried, fired and packed by hand and are expect to 
endure for hundreds of years.

HOW MUCH DO YOUR BRICKS COST?
There are several factors that affect the total price of the shipment, including the type of brick, 
the quantity, and your location. It is best to call or email us for an accurate price quote.
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WHERE DO YOUR BRICKS COME FROM?
We reclaim bricks and cobblestones from the streets and buildings of some of the most historic 
cities in the U.S.

DO YOU INSTALL YOUR BRICKS?
No. We are strictly suppliers of the highest quality antique brick and stone in the country.

ARE YOUR PRODUCTS “GREEN?”
Yes. We are a member of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), which rates buildings’ 
“green” status with points from the Leaders in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED). 
LEED points are awarded to buildings that are “healthier, have a smaller environmental 
footprint, use less energy, and cost less to operate.” Buildings made with antique bricks satisfy 
all of these criteria.

HOW DIFFERENT ARE HISTORIC BRICKS FROM NEW BRICKS?
The brick making processes in centuries past were much different than the ones used today. 
The coal-fired kilns of yesteryear allowed for some variation in color and texture, unlike today’s 
electric kilns which produce bricks of highly uniform color. These color variegations plus 
the natural aging/wear of the bricks are some of the characteristics that our clients find very 
attractive.

WILL THE CLIMATE OF MY GEOGRAPHICAL REGION AFFECT THE 
BRICKS?
Some of our antique building bricks are perfectly suitable for use as pavers in warmer climates 
but not in zones where there are several freeze/thaw cycles. In colder climates, it is best to 
use our true antique street pavers and granite cobblestones which have already survived such 
weather for over 100 years.

HOW AND WHERE ARE THE BRICKS STORED?
Our bricks are salvaged from all over the nation and generally stored at the reclaim site. We 
always try to supply our clients with the materials that are stored closest to their location. These 
two strategies keep shipping costs down as much as possible.
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BUILD GREEN
What is Green Building?  
Green Building refers to sustainable and environmentally conscious building practices that 
include low impact materials and processes. The ultimate goal of green building is to reduce 
pollution, minimize energy use and incorporate the maximum amount of recycled materials 
possible. This is done through utilizing innovative materials, technologies and designs that 
include timeless building techniques and new technologies. Guidelines have been established 
through the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Certification Process.

Green building is an essential component of the related concepts of sustainable design, 
sustainable development and sustainability.

Why be Green?
Green Building is the right choice to minimize the impact on the environment. In addition, 
green homes and buildings use much less energy than conventional building designs, saving 
you money over time.

Gavin Historical Bricks
Gavin Historical Bricks is a green building supplier. All of our brick and stone is reclaimed, 
recycled material from roads, buildings and abandoned brick yards. We believe in the principals 
of green building and sustainability. In fact we have saved over 100,000,000 lbs. of material from 
going to landfills! Using reclaimed materials from Gavin Historical Bricks is a great way to be 
Green and the look of our product is second to none. In addition, all of our products are eligible for 
LEED points for recycled content and considered applicable in the principles of a green built home.

Environmental benefits:
• Reduce solid waste
• Conserve natural resources
• Enhance and protect ecosystems and 

biodiversity
• Improve air and water quality

Health and community benefits:
• Improve air, thermal and acoustic 

environments
• Enhance occupant comfort and health
• Contribute to overall quality of life
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Gavin Historical Bricks
2050 Glendale Rd
Iowa City, IA 52245
(319) 354-5251

or call us now at 

(319) 354-5251
 to discuss your project

Submit using our 
convient   

    Contact Form

CONTACT US:
Please take a few moments to fill out our contact form below or email us using the link at the 
bottom of the page. We are always happy to answer any questions, and are eager to hear any 
comments you may have. We would love to help you find the perfect brick or stone. Thank you 
for your interest in our reclaimed materials!

ABOUT US:
Mission Statement:
To save the past by reclaiming highest quality brick and stone from America’s historic towns 
and cities. To beautify the present by making these authentic antiques available to build or 
restore unique and distinctive residential and commercial properties. To protect the future by 
upholding the “green” principles of reclaim and reuse.

Owner Bios: 

Mike Gavin, Partner
Joined the family business after graduating from Butler University with a 
degree in Marketing and receiving a JD from the University of Iowa College 
of Law. Mike and his wife Annie have a son, Danny, and two daughters, Elsie 
and Betsy.

John C. Gavin, Founder
Started Historical Bricks after spending 25 years as a senior member of 
Leonhardt Sullivan and Associates, a management engineering consulting 
firm with experience in the US, Canada, South America and Europe.
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